
Brooks Family Gathering 
(Zoom Corona Style)

June 13, 2020



Call Topics 
How Working Group Started

Working Group Updates

Martha Parker Legacy Project



Working Group Updates
Martha Parker Project - Research, Review, Archiving and Preparation

● Documents collected and saved to a common shared drive
● Timeline created showing Martha Parkers efforts
● Supports understanding our family history and Martha Parker Project

Researching Resources for Family Members

● Shared drive has resource info:  Medical, Education, Employment, Housing, 
Financial Assistance, Creek Nation Application, Culture & History 

● Continually updated 



Document Review, Archiving, Telling the Story
Archive Summary 

● All documents collected, reviewed and placed in chronological order
● Ability to search by dates and key words
● Links to actual documents 

Milestone Summary

● Document review placed into timeline form
● Key activities & dates on top, summary information below, color matched 



Timeline - Martha Parker Homestead: 1847 - 1904

July 20, 1847
Martha Parker Born

● MP born in Alabama
● Moved with Issac & 

Mollie Guess (dad/mom) 
to Texas at approx 6 
months old

KEY EVENTS 
& ACTIVITIES

NOTES

5/29/1902
MP Interview #1 
for Citizenship w/ 

Commission 
(DoI & CN)

● Interview transcripts - 3 pgs
● MP Attny is Mr. Hastain
● MP petitions for children to 

receive citizenship (William) - 
Identifies husband name 
(Wash Parker) 

1903: Date after 7/20 
MP Interview #2 w 

Commission (DoI & CN)

● Interview transcripts - 5 pages
● Witnesses interviewed for background

5/31/1904 
Calvin Wardlow Interview 

w/ Commission (DoI & CN)

● Interview transcripts - 3 pages
● Calvin Wardlow is an acquaintance 

interviewed to substantiate MP’s claims 

1902 - Date not shown
MP Denied Citizenship 

MP resides in TX for next 65 years 

April 1902
MP returns to OK 

10/1/1902
Commission 
decision & 
add’l info 
requests 

● Multiple letters requesting info
● Denial decision

11/10 & 11/16 1904 
MP & Eliza Garron 

Interview w/ Commission 
(DoI & CN)

● MP Interview focused on est full blood 
status, last page starts Liza Parker

● Eliza Garron interview

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1phX8EmfF-9yXJKMu9k3NwRU56TEO2f7L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1phX8EmfF-9yXJKMu9k3NwRU56TEO2f7L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16Cuh7Z_Ja0jtuqG3CQmTEDRd5sXcNDUK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TyKkVOLpdbSu7Pgm0k3hibXuebJEow03
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Yf83GKAQRfe4NJhb3QZgeSvCl9n3Jma/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Yf83GKAQRfe4NJhb3QZgeSvCl9n3Jma/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Yf83GKAQRfe4NJhb3QZgeSvCl9n3Jma/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KlFMc7LNhzqKYXxnCmCD8_f0q4pFLeOB
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1xv6xWwiEW1oOUCmsa4AKg4kVzuN-w8xx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Iepi1zN96lEScUkzDEmPuYoCmgC29yCg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16Cuh7Z_Ja0jtuqG3CQmTEDRd5sXcNDUK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1S8yvCXJQKeBVQc41LRuz7DjC9LyP75tH
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Iepi1zN96lEScUkzDEmPuYoCmgC29yCg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14UcnCq_IEMMkroS2NzhmzC964V-sVcRO?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g_tq_ndLNTjGC3MnFrH8B-q-br83yXRF/view?usp=sharing


Timeline - Martha Parker Homestead: 1905 - 1919

2/23/1907 
Martha Parker granted 

Creek citizenship

● Conclude 5 yrs citizenship 
attempts: Pg 1 & Pg 2

● Citizenship attempts for 
children denied due to 
“mixed/non-full blood”

KEY EVENTS 
& ACTIVITIES

NOTES

4/8/1909 - MP issued 
Restricted Homestead

● As result of citizenship, MP entitled to 
Section 29

● Issued Restricted Homestead 4 yrs after 
her passing

● Location of property(s) shown on diagram

11/8/1919 - DOI recognizes 
MP heirs, grants heirship

● MP heirs granted per capita 
payments 

7/9/1915 - Sale of 
MP’s homestead

● Affidavit filed w/ county authorizing sale. 3 
of 10 heirs listed:  Henry, William & Delura 
Parker (one “unknown” child included) 
[ADD INFO AND LINKS AS AVAILABLE]

● MP land restricted/controlled by BIA & CN, 
could not be sold for 25 yrs after issuance

1919 - Heirs with ½ Creek blood 
recognized, able to inherit Homesteads

10/18/1905 
Martha Parker 

passing

● MP Dawes Roll Card Issued

7/22/1907 
MP Dawes Roll 

Card Issued

5/5/1919 
Proof of Heirship 

Application 

● Eliza Garron 
submits application

● Heirs equalization 
and Roll document

● Denial of heirs citizenship
● Heirs denied homestead 

inheritance based on “not 
being full blood”

Many Dates early 1907 
Heirs denied citizenship 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ES2XNxAOepzboEyl8QPvViyJSLTvIBua/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dywHcGWF5SyCb5GqZWCEbySbwcrNNYl_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dywHcGWF5SyCb5GqZWCEbySbwcrNNYl_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ES2XNxAOepzboEyl8QPvViyJSLTvIBua/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dywHcGWF5SyCb5GqZWCEbySbwcrNNYl_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1eIf-r7GFPAPLOJewy75CXtYChIF9IKu-
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1eIf-r7GFPAPLOJewy75CXtYChIF9IKu-
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1eIf-r7GFPAPLOJewy75CXtYChIF9IKu-
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1btWf4d41idySHsw5AOypBu0P23MnmPzL
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1btWf4d41idySHsw5AOypBu0P23MnmPzL
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13gzFbodvpWeuc122x6EBBc83fp7-BUxE
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iUkkgW1t-9OAvZ_eF2rVsqdNBLlyHEoX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iUkkgW1t-9OAvZ_eF2rVsqdNBLlyHEoX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1phX8EmfF-9yXJKMu9k3NwRU56TEO2f7L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1phX8EmfF-9yXJKMu9k3NwRU56TEO2f7L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1phX8EmfF-9yXJKMu9k3NwRU56TEO2f7L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/115fBR0ivOd80bMcQnmF31TiIibT7mOTY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/115fBR0ivOd80bMcQnmF31TiIibT7mOTY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12HcM-G3-VhpQeUWtiFzy0Rx9RfrBnTWO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12HcM-G3-VhpQeUWtiFzy0Rx9RfrBnTWO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eIf-r7GFPAPLOJewy75CXtYChIF9IKu-?usp=sharing


Timeline - Martha Parker Homestead: 2019 - PRESENT

8/19/2019 - LaTisa Brooks 
files complaint with CN 
Realty Department

● Requests full discovery 
investigation, copy of 
issued Homestead & 
surplus (NEED COPY)

● CN agreed to support 
and assist 

KEY EVENTS 
& ACTIVITIES

NOTES

11/12/2019 - LaTisa Brooks 
& Devant Walker visit OK

● LB & DW met with Mr. Bobby and joined by 
Ms. Moss at CN Realty

● Discussions around legality of MP 
homestead sale.  Ms. Moss took position 
that sale was legal

● LB presented documentation countering 
legality of sale

● CN Realty changed position of assistance 
to stating “you’ll need to get an attorney”.  
Further assistance was denied.

● Further research conducted by LB and DW 
at Office of County Clerk

11/13/2019 
LaTisa Brooks drafts and 

sends letter to BIA

Response comes from US DoI and directs 
further action towards DoI Inspector General

3/4/2020 
Response letter to LB 

from US DoI

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V1lzNudd8Mm8fMLGof2Ui128KhIKc_5P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V1lzNudd8Mm8fMLGof2Ui128KhIKc_5P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yfcunq03Up0DOfDEzYMEfcSnW2Q5ztpE/view?usp=sharing


Motivations For Pursuit & Possible Outcomes
Justice - Righting The Wrong

● Honoring Martha Parker’s tireless efforts 
● Honoring the efforts of her children
● Bringing justice to an an all too familiar 

historical narrative

Possible Outcomes

● Acknowledgment by US Department of 
Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs and 
Muscogee Creek Nation

Reparations - Compensating The Wrong

● Benefiting from Martha Parker’s tireless efforts
● Sharing in possible financial settlement
● Furthering Martha Parker’s intentions

Possible Outcomes

● Settlement distribution 

 



Reparations - Compensating The Wrong
Settlement Distribution to Family Members 

$



Reparations - Compensating The Wrong
Promoting Legacy - Continuing The Vision

● Protecting what Martha Parker tirelessly fought for
● Looking into the future and fostering generational support



Reparations - Compensating The Wrong



Concept:  Martha Parker Memorial Foundation

 Legacy Awards/Scholarship 

● Named in honor of elders (living & past)
● Annual Awards and Grants
● Focused on honorees cause or choosing

Family Support Grants

● Application process supports awarding 
funds for 

○ Education
○ Medical
○ Career Advancement
○ Entrepreneurial Projects
○ Social Change 
○ Others?

Martha Parker Appreciation Day

● Funded Annual Reunion Picnic/BBQ 
● Awards Program and Family Updates
● Promote Creek Culture and Family History 

Cause Related Support

● Financial awards to nonprofits and causes 
aligned with spirit of Martha Parker

● Identified organizations, submissions

Supporting and Fostering Family for Generations to Come



Legal Support Plan
Legal Representation
● Oklahoma based attorney

Scope of Services
● Phase 1:  Document review, investigation, determine cause(s) of action, 

negotiation with Creek Nation & others for equitable settlement 
○ Target end of summer for completion of investigation and document review
○ Findings reviewed and next course of action determined with Family before negotiations

● Phase 2: Based on Phase 1 outcome, pursue further remedies and actions 

Fee Structure
● Retainer:  $5,000 ($2,500 initial deposit, $500 monthly for 5 months)
● Billing Rate:  $250/hr



Legal Support Funding Plan
Crowd Funding Approach:  
● Contributions from family members
● Initial funding round focused on  Phase 1 Retainer Estimate ($8,000)

# of Brooks Family Members 200 Contribution Per Person $40

# of Brooks Family Households 67 Avg Contribution Per HH $120Using 3 person/HH avg

Estimated Phase 1 Legal Fees $8,000



Ongoing Communication and Accountability
Monthly Progress Update and Financial Accountability 

Continuing Zoom Calls - Next is July 18th 

Website - www.marthaparkerlegacy.com

http://www.marthaparkerlegacy.com


Next Steps
Legal Fees Funding
● Visit GoFund Me Campaign site

○ Accessed through www.MarthaParkerLegacy.com
○ Spread the word to family members

Eligibility Structure and distribution plan
● Explain considerations
● Develop draft concept for consideration

Family Member Contact Information & Distribution List

● Visit website 

http://www.marthaparkerlegacy.com

