Family Gathering

(Zoom Corona Style)
September 26, 2020
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Call Topics

Working Committee Updates
Pursuing Creek Nation Citizenship
Family Trivia Game

Wrap Up and Next Meeting

Family Social




Working Group Updates

GoFund Me Campaign

Current Contribution Total: $3,900 (49%)
Total Contributors: 31

Legal Representation

$8,000
$6,000
$4,000

$2,000

$3,900

Letters sent to BIA, Creek Nation, County Clerk requesting official records

related to Martha Parker and heirs
Discovery documents being prepared
Fees incurred through August: $1,650
Targeted completion date Oct 31, 2020




Working Group Updates

Website Additions

e \ideos posted (What's Happening/Family Meeting)
o Aug 22 mtg
o Family In The Spotlight: Tommye Clay Isom

e Family Resource Updates: COVID

In Progress

e Family photos - continued gallery additions
e Genealogy - building out Martha Parker Family Tree




Pursuing Creek Nation Citizenship

New York Times Article (8/8/2020)

Black, Native American and Fighting for
Recognition in Indian Country

Enslaved people were also driven west along the Trail of Tears.
After a historic Supreme Court ruling, their descendants are
fighting to be counted as tribal members.




Pursuing Creek Nation Citizenship

Historical Context

- Creek Freedmen: thousands of African-Americans who were once enslaved by tribal members in
the South (AL, GA, FL) and who migrated to Oklahoma when the tribes were forced off their
homelands and marched west in the 1830s during Trail of Tears

- Post Civil War Treaty provided freedom and promised tribal citizenship, equal stake in the tribes’
lands and fortunes.

- What followed were broken promises, exclusions and painful fights over whether tens of thousands
of their descendants should be recognized as tribal members

- Various Successful Lawsuits have given citizenship to descendants and the recent Supreme
Court decision supporting the 1866 Treaty reinforces the need for Tribal Nations to honor their word

- There are 160,000 descendants of those formerly enslaved by Tribal Nations (many living in OK)




Pursuing Creek Nation Citizenship

Historical Context

The Muscogee Creek Nation had three “colored” tribal towns that formed their own small
governments. Freedmen served as council members, ministers, judges. Jesse Franklin, who was
born a slave in Alabama in 1817, was named to the Creek Supreme Court in 1874 — some 93 years
before Thurgood Marshall ascended to the United States Supreme Court

Ongoing struggle to maintain or acquire citizenship and the solutions are being fought between
Tribal Nations and US Government




Pursuing Creek Nation Citizenship

Martha Parker’s Story

- Born to full blooded Creek Parents in Alabama (Issac & Millie Guess)
- Moved to Texas with family when 6 months old

- Married Wash Parker in Texas (around 18537 - first child around 1854)
- Context (Emancipation Proclamation was in 1862/63)
- “Colored” man
- Slave? Of Whites? Of Natives?
- Considered Freedman?




Pursuing Creek Nation Citizenship

What Is Your Story?

We encourage all family members who are descendants of Martha Parker to
pursue getting your citizenship in the Muscogee Creek Nation. The process
is outlined on the website and supporting resources are available.
Additionally, support requests can be sent to the Working Committee and
someone can assist you and address questions you may have.

www.marthaparkerlegacy.com

Citizenship Application Support:
https://www.marthaparkerleqacy.com/family-resources.html

Contact the Working Committee: MPLPworkingcommittee@gmail.com


http://www.marthaparkerlegacy.com
https://www.marthaparkerlegacy.com/family-resources.html
mailto:MPLPworkingcommittee@gmail.com

Legacy T-Shirt Campaign

e Original Design created by
Jeffery “Thump” Toney

e $30 + shipping ($15 goes towards
Martha Parker Legacy Project)

e Visit website to order
(www.marthaparkerlegacy.com)
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http://www.marthaparkerlegacy.com

Family Trivia Game
Do you know Oklahoma?

Get out a pencil/pen & paper
Mark down one answer for each question
No erasing
KEEP THE ANSWERS TO YOURSELF
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CITY #1 HINTS

This city is located in Okfuskee County in VM ~ \

Central Oklahoma. The town is of WW\—/’\/”\%

national historical significance because it

is representative of the many Black
Settlements from which post-slavery ! WL\

migration from the South to northern and
western communities

The town was incorporated in 1905

In 1911 this town had a population of
4,000 and Booker T Washington declared
it the most enterprising and interesting

US negro town in the US w
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https://aaregistry.org/story/black-settlements-offer-a-rich-american-history/
https://aaregistry.org/story/black-settlements-offer-a-rich-american-history/
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CITY #2 HINTS

This city came together in a single day. On
April 22, 1889, the U.S. govt opened up the
first of a series of “land runs,” where
homesteaders raced to stake their claim to
plots of free land. By end of the day, a 10,000
person tent city was created

Sonic Drive-In actually got its start as a
hamburger and root beer stand in the nearby
town of Shawnee. When the founder realized
his stand’s first name was already
trademarked, he changed to reflect the
slogan: “Service at the Speed of Sound.”

The capitol building is the only one in the
world that sits on an active oil well. Seriously,
there’s an oil rig out front.

\



http://www.city-data.com/us-cities/The-South/Oklahoma-City-History.html
https://corporate.sonicdrivein.com/Profile/FactSheet
https://corporate.sonicdrivein.com/Profile/FactSheet
http://www.okhistory.org/publications/enc/entry.php?entry=SO007
http://www.okhistory.org/publications/enc/entry.php?entry=SO007
http://www.okhouse.gov/Information/CapitolTours.aspx
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CITY #3 HINTS

This city is located on the Arkansas
River

It's also known for its art deco
architecture

Oklahoma's second-largest city, you
can enjoy Prohibition-themed theater
and visit a former speakeasy that
looks like it was made in Barney
Rubble's backyard.
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CITY #4 HINTS

Named for the Creek Tribe, this dusty,
raucous cow town rapidly grew into Indian
Territory’s most important city when the U.S.
government established the Union Agency
for the Five Civilized Tribes in 1875.

The government established a federal court
here in 1889.

The Dawes Commission to the Five Civilized

Tribes was headquartered here to enroll the
Indians and allot their land.

=

&




p—— R (j%J
e
M\\/«/\\\ﬂ\)
- CITY #5 HINTS
\\ s

The capital of the Muscogee (Creek) ]

Nation since 1868 S

| & Inthe early 1900's-1930's, this was an

‘C
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oil boom town. The oil flowing freely in
also brought with it beautiful

i

architecture, grand buildings, and
mansions...many of which are still
present today

The downtown district is listed on the
National Register of Historical Places.
Downtown was also recognized in 2002
as one of the top five Great American

Main Streets in the country. w
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And the correct answers are......... ?
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Question 6 - Tie Breaker #1

Q: There is only 1 river in all of Oklahoma that flows in the direction of only north




Question 6 - Tie Breaker #1

Q: There is only 1 river in all of Oklahoma that flows in the direction of only north

The Poteau River




Question 7 - Tie Breaker #2

Q: In addition to Boley, name another of the 13 all black towns in Oklahoma
that still exists:




Question 7 - Tie Breaker #2

Q: Name two of the 13 all black towns in Oklahoma that still exists:

Boley, Tatums, Lima, Vernon, Brooksville, Langston, Red Bird, Clearview, Grayson,
Rentlesville, Summit, Tullahassee




What have they won?7??7?

Killers of the Flower Moon

The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI is the third non-fiction book by
American journalist David Grann. The book was released on April 18, 2017 by
Doubleday. Time magazine listed Killers of the Flower Moon as one of its top ten
non-fiction books of 2017.

The book has been made into a film due to be released 2021
Director: Martin Scorsese

Writers: David Grann (book), Eric Roth
Stars: Leonardo DiCaprio, Robert De Niro

Filming Locations: Pawhuska, Oklahoma, USA

THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER



https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000217/?ref_=tt_ov_dr
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm2970418/?ref_=tt_ov_wr
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0744839/?ref_=tt_ov_wr
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000138/?ref_=tt_ov_st_sm
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000134/?ref_=tt_ov_st_sm
https://www.imdb.com/search/title?locations=Pawhuska,%20Oklahoma,%20USA&ref_=tt_dt_dt

What’s Up Next?

Citizenship Drive

Family In The Spotlight - Heritage Exploration
e Cross generational interview

o Family member 21 and under interviews someone from the family 70+
o Helpful questions are located on the website
o Need Youth and Senior family member for October meeting

Next Family Meeting
e November 7, 2020 ~ 4:00pm PST




